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Dea r  Dr. S o n n e b o r n : 

W h i le  te a c h i n g  a  cou r se  i n  m ic rob ia l  g e n e tics last s e m e s te r  
I e n c o u n te r e d  th e  diff iculty th a t m o s t o f th e  p r ima ry  sou r ce  r ead i ngs ,  
s uch  a s  you r  p a p e r  , we r e  ava i l a b l e  on l y  a s  s i ng l e  cop i es  i n  th e  o r ig i -  
n a l  j ou rna ls ,  a n d  we r e  o the rw i se  o u t o f pr int.  A s  s n  e x p e d i e n t to  
h e l p  m e e t th i s  te a c h i n g  p r o b l e m  , a s  we l l  a s  to  sat isfy a  n e e d  fe l t  b y  
r esea r ch  worke rs ,  espec ia l l y  th o s e  e n te r i n g  th e  fie l d  recent ly ,  I h a v e  
p r o p o s e d  to  o u r  Un ivers i ty  o f W iscons in  P ress  th e  rep r in t ing ,  b y  l i tho-  
p r in t  o r  r e l a ted  p rocess ,  o f a  se l ec ted  set  o f fu n d a m e n ta l  p a p e r s  i n  
m ic rob ia l  g e n e tics. T h e  co l l ec t i on  is n o t i n t e nded  to  ta k e  th e  p l a ce  
o f a  tex t book  b u t ra the r  to  p rov i de ,  i n  c o n ven i e n t fo r m , s o m e  o f t!e  
e s s en tia l  p a p e r s  w h o s e  s ign i f i cance  i n  m ic rob ia l  g e n e tics is n o t l ike-  
ly to  b e  t rans ient .  It is p r o p o s e d  to  u n d e r ta k e  th is  rep r i n t i ng  o n  a  
cost  bas i s  s o  th a t th e  e l im ina t i on  o f prof i t  a n d  roya l t ies  c a n  b e  re -  
fle c t ed  i n  a  r e asonab l y  l ow  pr ice.  

B e c a u s e  n o  prof i t  is . sz+c ipa ted  a n d  a l so  b e c a u s e  tn e  p r o p o s e d  
pub l i ca t i on  c ou l d  n o t b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  vital, o r ig ina l ,  scho la r l y  con -  
t r ibut ion,  th e  P ress  is a nx i o us  to  eva l ua t e  th e  p o te n tia l  ma r k e t ve ry  
carefu l ly .  In  o r de r  to  d o  th is  it wi l l  b e  necessa r y  to  m e n tio n  th e  
n m n e a  o f a  fe w  o f th e  a u tho r s  f r om w h o m  w e  h o p e  to  sol ic i t  c o n t r ibu-  
tio n s , M a y  w e  p u t d o w n  you r  n a m e  i n  th i s  c o n tex t?  T h e  su rvey  is to 

b e  u s e d  fo r  i n fo rmat i on  on l y  a n d  n o t fo r  p r o m o tio n a l  pu r poses .  

A t th i s  tim e  w e  a r e  ask i ng  on l y  fo r  c o n s e n t to  i n c l ude  you r  n a m e  
i n  a  l ist o f p o te n tia l  c o n t r ibutors i n  th e  P ress'  eva l ua to ry  q u e s tfo n -  
na i re .  Y o u r  pe rm i ss i on  n o w  imp l i es  n o  ob l i ga t i on  to  a p p r o v e  re -pub l i ca -  
tio n  if th e  r e s ponse  conv i nces  th e  P ress  th a t th e  v e n tu r e  s h o u l d b e  
u n d e r ta k e n . E o w e v e r , if y o u  fo r e s e e  a n y  i n supe r ab l e  o b s tac l es  to  pa r -  
t ic ipat ion,  you r  c o m m e n t w o u l d  b e  app rec i a ted .  

M r. T h o m p s o n  W e b b , th e  D i rec to r  o f th e  Un ivers i ty  o f W iscons in  
P ress,  wi l l  b e  p l e a s e d  to  r ece i ve  a n y  c o m m e n ts y o u  m a y  w i sh  to  m a k e  o n  
th e  p r o p o s e d  pub l i ca t i on .  
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